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WARNING: Information contained in this document should not be taken as evidence of guilt or innocence and should not be relied upon for operational or enforcement action. Open-source reporting 
contained in this document is also not confirmation of its credibility or accuracy, nor does it imply NCTC’s official view or endorsement.

Foreign Terrorist–Inspired, –Enabled, and –Directed Attacks  
in the United States Since 9/11, as of February 2023
The threat emanating from individualsa linked to foreign terrorist organizationsb (FTOs) in the United 
States has evolved from one defined by complex, large-scale attacks directed by an FTO to mostly simple, 
self-initiated lone actor attacks. Since 2019, all but one of these attacks have targeted US law enforcement 
and military personnel. Most of the attacks in the United States since 9/11 highlighted below were conducted 
by US citizens who were inspired by FTOs—including ISIS, al-Qa‘ida, or al-Qa‘ida affiliates—and ideologies 
aligned with these groups. Only three attacks in the United States since 9/11 have been directed by an FTO. 
This graphic depicts premeditated and opportunistic attacks conducted by nonincarcerated individuals 
whom the IC considers to have been motivated by violent extremist ideology, as well as attacks for which 
there is disagreement among IC agencies about the perpetrator’s motivation. US-based violent extremists 
continue to be arrested for plotting attacks, underscoring the persistent threat posed by these actors. 
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ATTACK RESULTING IN DEATHS OR INJURIES

ATTACK WITH NO DEATHS OR INJURIES

DIRECTED by an FTO

INSPIRED by an FTO

ENABLED by an FTO

DIRECTED ATTACKS ON TRANSITING AIRCRAFT
Northwest Airlines Flight 253 (to Detroit)
American Airlines Flight 63 (to Miami)

a Warning: This product contains US person information that has been deemed necessary for the intended recipient to understand, 
assess, or act on the information provided. It has been highlighted in this document with the label USPER and should be handled in 
accordance with the recipient’s intelligence oversight and/or information handling procedures. Other US person information has 
been minimized. Should you require the minimized US person information please contact the Homeland Security Single Point of 
Service, Request for Information Office at DHS-SPS-RFI@hq.dhs.gov, DHS-SPS-RFI@dhs.sgov.gov, DHS-SPS-RFI@dhs.ic.gov, as well 
as NCTC Legal at NCTC_Legal@nctc.gov and NCTC Civil Liberties and Privacy Office at DNI-CLPT@dni.gov.

b A foreign terrorist organization (FTO) is a foreign organization that engages in terrorist activity or terrorism or retains the capability 
and intent to engage in terrorist activity and terrorism that threatens the security of US nationals or the national security of the 
United States.
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 Inspired   IED   Vehicle   Firearm  �First responder, law enforcement, or 
military target

 Charged; legal proceedings are ongoing
 Died during attack
 IC disagreement on attacker motivation

 Enabled   Arson/improvised incendiary device 

 Directed   Edged weapon   Blunt object

Location(s) Method(s) Attacker(s) Target(s)/Victim(s) Casualties

DEC 2022 New York, NY Trevor  
BickfordUSPER 

 Law enforcement  
officers

0 KILLED

3 INJURED

JAN 2022 Colleyville,TX Malik Faisal 
Akram Synagogue

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

AUG 2021 Plano and 
Garland, TX

Imran Ali 
RasheedUSPER 

 Law enforcement 
officer at local police 
department (Plano); 
rideshare driver 
(Garland)

1 KILLED

0 INJURED

JUN 2020 Brooklyn, NY
 

Dzenan  
Camovic 

 Law enforcement 
officers on a city street 

0 KILLED

3 INJURED

MAY 2020 Temple Terrace, FL
 

Hiba Momtaz 
AlazhariUSPER 

 Law enforcement 
officers responding to 
a call

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

MAY 2020 Corpus Christi, TX
 

Adam Salim 
AlsahliUSPER 

 Servicemembers at 
a naval air station 

0 KILLED

1 INJURED

DEC 2019 Pensacola, FL
Mohammed 
Saeed  
al-Shamrani 

 Servicemembers at 
a naval air station 

3 KILLED

8 INJURED

JAN 2019 Maricopa 
County, AZ  

Ismail Hamed 
USPER 

 Law enforcement 
officers responding to 
a call

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

MAR 2018 Palm Beach 
Gardens, FL MinorUSPER c Acquaintances

1 KILLED

2 INJURED

MAR 2018 Saint George, UT MinorUSPER School
0 KILLED

0 INJURED

c This document contains information regarding a juvenile, and may include the juvenile’s identity and/or information pertaining to 
the juvenile’s behavior. The information may not be disclosed further without first obtaining express consent from the FBI.



 

16 march 2023
AUTHORED BY NCTC, DHS, and FBI

Foreign Terrorist–Inspired, –Enabled, and –Directed Attacks  
in the United States Since 9/11, as of February 2023 (continued)

NCTC-CO-2023-03218

unclassified

unclassified

C U R R E N T

 Inspired   IED   Vehicle   Firearm  �First responder, law enforcement, or 
military target

 Charged; legal proceedings are ongoing
 Died during attack
 IC disagreement on attacker motivation

 Enabled   Arson/improvised incendiary device 

 Directed   Edged weapon   Blunt object

Location(s) Method(s) Attacker(s) Target(s)/Victim(s) Casualties

JAN-
FEB 2018

Anderson 
County, SC Wesley AyersUSPER Passersby on 

rural roads
0 KILLED

1 INJURED

JAN 2018 Saint Paul, MN Tnuza  
HassanUSPER

St. Catherine University 
campus buildings

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

DEC 2017 New York, NY Akayed UllahUSPER Pedestrians in an 
underground tunnel

0 KILLED

3 INJURED

NOV 2017 Bloomington, MN Mahad Abdiaziz 
AbdirahmanUSPER

Shoppers in the Mall 
of America

0 KILLED

2 INJURED

OCT 2017 New York, NY Sayfullo 
SaipovUSPER 

Pedestrians on a 
bike path

8 KILLED

12 INJURED

JUN 2017 Flint, MI Amor Ftouhi  Law enforcement 
officers at an airport 

0 KILLED

1 INJURED

MAY 2017 Tampa, FL Devon  
ArthursUSPER 

Roommates, 
store shoppers

2 KILLED

0 INJURED

JAN 2017 Denver, CO Joshua 
CummingsUSPER

 Law enforcement 
officers on a city street 

1 KILLED

0 INJURED

NOV 2016 Columbus, OH
 

Abdul Razak Ali 
ArtanUSPER 

Pedestrians on Ohio 
State University campus

0 KILLED

13 INJURED

SEP 2016
New York, NY;  
Seaside Park and  
Elizabeth, NJ  

Ahmad Khan 
RahamiUSPER

 Marine Corps 
charity race, city 
streets, arresting law 
enforcement officers

0 KILLED

33 INJURED

AUG 2016 Roanoke, VA Wasil Farat 
FarooquiUSPER

Individuals at an 
apartment complex

0 KILLED

2 INJURED

JUN 2016 Orlando, FL Omar 
MateenUSPER Nightclub patrons

49 KILLED

53 INJURED
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 Inspired   IED   Vehicle   Firearm  �First responder, law enforcement, or 
military target

 Charged; legal proceedings are ongoing
 Died during attack
 IC disagreement on attacker motivation

 Enabled   Arson/improvised incendiary device 

 Directed   Edged weapon   Blunt object

Location(s) Method(s) Attacker(s) Target(s)/Victim(s) Casualties

FEB 2016 Columbus, OH Mohamed 
BarryUSPER Restaurant patrons

0 KILLED

4 INJURED

JAN 2016 Philadelphia, PA Edward 
ArcherUSPER

 Law enforcement 
officers on a city street 

0 KILLED

1 INJURED

DEC 2015 San 
Bernardino, CA  

Syed Rizwan 
FarookUSPER  
and Tashfeen 
MalikUSPER 

Coworkers
14 KILLED

22 INJURED

NOV 2015 Merced, CA
Faisal 
MohammadUSPER

 

Individuals at the 
University of California 
Merced campus

0 KILLED

4 INJURED

JUL 2015 Chattanooga, TN

Mohammad 
Youssef  
AbdulazeezUSPER

 

 Individuals at 
a Navy Reserve 
and Marine Corps 
recruitment center 

5 KILLED

3 INJURED

JUN 2015 New York, NY Fareed 
MumuniUSPER 

 Law enforcement 
officers executing a 
search warrant

0 KILLED

1 INJURED

JUN 2015 New York, NY

Munther Omar 
SalehUSPER 
and Imran 
RabbaniUSPER

 Law enforcement 
officers on a city street 

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

JUN 2015 Boston, MA
Usaamah 
Abdullah 
RahimUSPER  

 Law enforcement 
officers on city street

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

MAY 2015 Garland, TX

Elton 
SimpsonUSPER  
and Nadir Hamid 
SoofiUSPER  

Attendees and security 
officers at an art exhibit

0 KILLED

1 INJURED

DEC 2014 Canon City, CO Hudson Taylor 
ClarkUSPER

 Law enforcement 
officers on a city street 

0 KILLED

1 INJURED
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 Inspired   IED   Vehicle   Firearm  �First responder, law enforcement, or 
military target

 Charged; legal proceedings are ongoing
 Died during attack
 IC disagreement on attacker motivation

 Enabled   Arson/improvised incendiary device 

 Directed   Edged weapon   Blunt object

Location(s) Method(s) Attacker(s) Target(s)/Victim(s) Casualties

OCT 2014 New York, NY
Zale 
ThompsonUSPER

 
 Law enforcement 

officers on a city street 
0 KILLED

2 INJURED

SEP 2014 Moore, OK Alton NolenUSPER Coworkers
1 KILLED

1 INJURED

APR-
JUN 2014

Seattle, WA;  
West Orange, NJ

Ali Muhammad  
BrownUSPER

Individuals in the 
suburbs of Seattle and 
at a traffic intersection 
in New Jersey

4 KILLED

0 INJURED

 

APR 2013
Boston, 
Cambridge, and 
Watertown, MA  

TamerlanUSPER  
and Dzhokhar 
TsarnaevUSPER 

 Marathon spectators, 
university police, 
and arresting law 
enforcement officers

5 KILLED

550 INJURED

AUG 2012 Chicago, IL
 

Noman KhanUSPER  First 
responders, civilians

0 KILLED

3 INJURED

OCT-
NOV 2010

Arlington, 
Chantilly, 
Triangle, and  
Woodbridge, VA

Yonathan 
MelakuUSPER

 Pentagon, 
Marine Corps  
Museum, military  
recruitment stations

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

MAY 2010 New York, NY Faisal 
ShahzadUSPER Times Square

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

JAN 2010 New York, NY Adis 
MedunjaninUSPER Civilians

0 KILLED

1 INJURED

DEC 2009 Flight in transit Umar Farouk 
Abdulmutallab

Northwest Airlines 
flight 253 from  
Amsterdam to Detroit

0 KILLED

0 INJURED

NOV 2009 Fort Hood, TX Nidal Malik 
HasanUSPER

 Servicemembers 
at a US Army 
readiness center 

13 KILLED

32 INJURED
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 Inspired   IED   Vehicle   Firearm  �First responder, law enforcement, or 
military target

 Charged; legal proceedings are ongoing
 Died during attack
 IC disagreement on attacker motivation

 Enabled   Arson/improvised incendiary device 

 Directed   Edged weapon   Blunt object

Location(s) Method(s) Attacker(s) Target(s)/Victim(s) Casualties

MAY-
JUN 2009

Little Rock, AR, 
and Nashville, TN  

Carlos Leon 
BledsoeUSPER

 Servicememebers 
at a US Army recruiting 
center; rabbis’ homes

1 KILLED

1 INJURED

JUL 2006 Seattle, WA Naveed Afzal 
HaqUSPER

Individuals at a 
Jewish center

1 KILLED

5 INJURED

MAR 2006 Chapel Hill, NC
Mohammed 
Reza Taheri-
AzarUSPER

Individuals at University 
of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill

0 KILLED

9 INJURED

JUL 2002 Los Angeles, CA
 

Hesham 
Mohamed Ali 
HadayetUSPER  

Individuals at 
Los Angeles 
International Airport

2 KILLED

4 INJURED

DEC 2001 Flight in transit Richard Reid American Airlines flight 
63 from Paris to Miami

0 KILLED

0 INJURED


